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appoint a lowly prince as crown prince, there will be no objection on
our part. But it does not mean that he will become king for, look
at Tk Hfifcr-tt/fcr.' The project was consequently abandoned.
This incident illustrates the power cf the drama in the politics of the
time. Kayilwk was probably meant to convey to a small section of
the people who were against treating with the British and wanting
revenge the doctrine that destiny, a worthy foe, and the interests of
a country would act against any personal motive of revenge. Wisaya
was written to win over supporters for Prince Myingun. He had been
wild and troublesome as the youthful Wizaya, and the suggestion was
that Mvinsun would bring greatness to Burma if he were but
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entrusted with the throne. Also, as Myingun had the project of
killing both his father and father-in-law, the crown prince, the play-
was probably meant to spread the doctrine that the destined greatness
of a country called for, and justified, sacrifices, The play was so
popular that probably Myingun thought wrongly that public opinion
had been moulded to give him support when he rebelled. The
rebellion failed, and U Pon Xya lost his life, chiefly through the very
play which most Burmese critics acclaim as his masterpiece.